
Upcoming 
Events 

The Spring Symposium 
and AGM will be held in 
Edmonton on Tuesday, 
May 19, 2015 at the 
Holiday Inn, South 
Edmonton. 

The Summer 
Symposium and Golf 
Tournament will be held 
on  Wednesday, 
September 9, 2015. 
Once again, it will be 
held at the Ranch Golf 
and Country Club at 
Acheson. 
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The third annual ANHIX-
COACH conference was held 
in Calgary on February 5, 
2015. The theme of the 
conference was Health IT 
in Alberta & Beyond: 
Analytics, Informatics & 
Innovation. Over 170 
ANHIX-COACH members 
attended the event.  

The Conference opened with 
Dr. Verna Yiu, VP Quality & 
Chief Medical Officer of 
Alberta Health Services.  She 
spoke about patient centric 
care and the need for 
leveraging technology to 
enhance patient care and 
their experience. From a 
patient perspective, Dr. Yiu 
stated that technology can 
provide them with the tools 
to better understand their 
own ‘care’ experience. For 
example, technology enables 
patients to engage and have 
a more personalized 
connection to their ‘care’ 
experience; helps remove 
barriers; and, empowers 

them to share ownership of 
the decision-making process 
with their providers.  From a 
provider’s perspective, 
technology that is well 
leveraged can play a key role 
in increasing communication 
and collaboration in team-
based care; thereby 
improving patient care and 
the patient’s experience. 
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Next, we heard presentations 
from several senior executives 
and health entrepreneurs, on 
how they are creating and 
leveraging technology to 
engage patients and improve 
health outcomes. Judy 
Murphy, Chief Nursing Officer 
and Director-Global Business 
Services at IBM Healthcare, 
shared her insights on the 
power and potential of 
providing “Analytics at the Point 
of Care”, and how this shift 
affects consumer engagement 

and care outcomes.  She talked 
about the new trend – the shift 
from collecting and analyzing 
institutional data to ‘point of 
care’ data as this personalized 
data provides better insights to 
drive care outcomes specific to 
individual patients and to 
control costs. As our health 
system transforms to meet 
changing needs, providers are 
exploring the potential and use 
of cognitive systems; systems 

that can learn and reason 
from clinical findings. “Our 
long-term goal, is to be more 
proactive and ‘iterate 
ourselves each week’ (i.e. re-
visit the results based on the 
new insights or findings) and 
change the protocols or 
outcomes to improve care for 
each individual patient.” In 
summary, data analytics 
drives action, practice and 
patient care. 

Judy then moderated a panel 

comprising Stafford Dean, 
Senior Program Officer-
Analytics, AHS, Tim Murphy, 
Executive Director, Alberta 
SPOR Support Unit, Alberta 
Innovates Health Solutions, 
and Susan Anderson, ADM 
and Chief Information Officer. 
Each presented their 
provincial perspectives on 
“Big Data”.  

(Continued on Page 3) 

 

Dr. Verna Yiu, CMO – Alberta Health Services 
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The Board 

comprises 

twelve 

individuals, 

President, Past 

President, VP 

and nine 

directors, 

including the 

Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

Board Elections 

At our upcoming AGM on 
May 19 we need to elect a 
new Vice-President and 
three new Directors. The 
Vice-President's position 
is a three year term (year 
1 as Vice-President, year 
2 as President and year 3 

as Past-President) while 
the Director positions are 
two year terms. 

The online nomination 
period opened on April 6 
and will remain open until 
April 30. To nominate 
yourself or someone else, 
send an email to 
info@anhix.com with the 
following nominee details: 

- Name and Organization 

- Contact details (Email 
address/ bus. phone no.) 

- Position(s) for which the 
nominee is standing. A 
nominee may stand for 
the Vice-President and/or 
a Director position 

- A brief description of 
the nominee's background 
and qualifications and 
their reasons for standing  

- A photo in electronic 
format 

- The name and contact 
information of one other 

current ANHIX member 
prepared to second the 
nomination. If an 
individual is putting their 
own name forward they 
still require two other 
members to propose and 
second their nomination 
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After April 30, all nominee 
details will be distributed 
to the membership prior to 
the AGM. Nominations will 
be accepted from the floor 
at the AGM, but the Board 
would strongly encourage 
potential nominees to 

submit their details 
before April 30.  

Board Changes 

Two members of our 
current Board, Brett 
Greenlaw and Brenda Kam 
have recently changed jobs 
resulting in their leaving 
the health care industry. 
As a result, both have 
reluctantly decided to 
resign their Board 
positions. Brenda is in her 
second term on the Board 
while Brett is in his first. 

As both were in the middle 
of their terms, it’s the 
Board’s responsibility to 
appoint two individuals to 
replace them and we are 
pleased to announce we 
have found two excellent 
candidates, Wendy Dupree 
and Sherry Nicolaichuk. 

 

 

Wendy is an Associate 
Partner with IBM, and has 
been active in the 
healthcare industry for 14 

years, and in the IT 
industry for 26 
years.  She has been 
responsible for the 
development and delivery 
of drug information, 
public health and health 
surveillance systems 

across Canada.  Wendy is 
currently managing the 
healthcare, 
transportation and 
infrastructure consulting 
practices for IBM in 
Alberta, Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba.  

 

 

Sherry is Director of 
Integration Services at AHS. 
She has worked in 
healthcare IT for the last 18 
years, specializing in the 
integration field since 2007. 
In her current role she 
works closely with Alberta 
Health to deliver solutions 
that support the Electronic 
Health Record. She has been 
a member of ANHIX since 

2010. 

The Board would like to 
take this opportunity to 
welcome Wendy and 
Sherry to their new 
positions and to thank 
Brett and Brenda for all 
their efforts over the past 
couple of years. 
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ANHIX Spring 

Symposium and AGM 

Our Spring Symposium and 
AGM will be held on 
Tuesday, May 19, 2015 
at the Holiday Inn, South 
Edmonton on Gateway 
Boulevard. The speaker 

program is prepared and 
details are available at our 
website. Confirmed topics 
include "The Emergence of 
Open Government" and 
"Public Health Surveillance 
and Immunization 
Strategy". 

Registration will be via the 
ANHIX website and is now 
open. The cost to attend 
the Symposium is $60 and 
you must be an ANHIX 
member. ANHIX 
membership is $25 per 

year. 

As in previous years, it will 
be an all-day event and 
include ANHIX's Annual 
General Meeting featuring 
annual reports from the 
Board and the selection of 
new Board members to 
replace those individuals 
whose terms have come to 
an end. See "Board News" 
for further information.   

ANHIX Summer 

Symposium and Golf 

Tournament 

The symposium and golf 
tournament will be held on 
September 9, 2015. Once 
again, it will be held at the 
Ranch Golf and Country 
Club at Acheson. 

The day will comprise three 
main parts; an educational 
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session in the morning, a 
golf tournament in the 
afternoon, followed by a 
BBQ supper and prize 
giving. It’s a great day so 
put it in your calendar now!  

Membership Renewal 

ANHIX membership is now 
based on a floating rather 
than a fixed date basis. 
This means that whenever 
you initially sign up for 
membership, you will 
always get a full twelve 
months for your money. 
The initial sign-up date will 
always be your membership 
renewal date unless you 
allow your membership to 
lapse. As many of you 
signed up initially in the 
spring, you can expect to 
receive an email renewal 
reminder shortly if you 

have not already done so.  

Please renew your 
membership as soon as 
possible to avoid missing 
any important ANHIX news. 

To renew your ANHIX 
membership, go to the 
"Join Now" webpage at the 
ANHIX website –  

http://www.anhix.com/join.  

Patron Sponsors 

Once again it’s that time of 

the year when we look to 
our Patron Sponsors to re-
commit to ANHIX. The 
support provided by our 
Sponsors allow us to put on 
the quality events that we 
do at very reasonable 
prices. We are now in the 
process of contacting our 
existing Sponsors to 
determine if they can re-

commit for the upcoming 
sponsorship year starting 
May 1. Stayed tuned! 

ANHIX-COACH 

Conference (cont.) 

In the afternoon, Dr. 
Zafar Chaudry, Gartner 
Research Director, talked 
about the ‘the nexus of 
four forces’: social media, 
intelligent information, 
mobile and cloud, as 
driving forces that link 
and integrate an 
ecosystem of patient 
services.  

Following Dr. Chaudrey, 
Leon Salvail, President and 
CEO of Gevity Consulting Inc. 
moderated a panel discussion 
on innovation and 
transformation in Alberta 
healthcare and beyond. 

Speakers included Jill 
deGrood, Director of W21C, 
Hisham Al-Shurafa, CEO, 
Snapdx, and Dr. Jaggi Rao, 
Consult Derm. Each spoke to 
their respective product and 
service approaches for 
innovative diagnostic and 
therapeutic solutions. 

Andrew Neuner, CEO of 
Health Quality Council of 
Alberta, closed the day with a 
strong message on the use of 
data and statistics and the 
challenge of laying the 

foundation of change for the 
next generation, where 
change will be for real. 

The presentations are 
available for download by 
members at 

http://www.anhix.com/Wi
nter-Symposium-February-
2015 

ANHIX Patron 

Sponsors 
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CONTACT US! 

Street Address 

Box #402 

10301 104 Street 

Edmonton, AB  

T5J 1B9 

Fax: 

(780) 425-4148 

(Inc. Box #402 on 

fax cover sheet) 

E-Mail: 

info@anhix.com 

Website 

www.anhix.com 

 

ANHIX is always looking 
for feedback from its 
members. Whether its 
recommendations for 
presentation topics or 
speakers, ideas for 
newsletter articles,   
suggestions you may have 
for ways we can provide 
greater value to our 
members or any other 

general comments, we 

We want to hear from you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

want to hear from you. 
Please let us know what 
works and what can be 
improved. 

We can be reached by 
email, through the 
website, by fax or by 
mail. Contact details are 
shown in the left column 
of this page.  

Get communicating! 
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